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Rockville MD 20857
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The Honorable John W. Olver
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
57 Suffolk Street, Suite 310
Holyoke, Massachusetts oio40

Dear Mr. Olver:

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1999 on behalf of
Mr. Matthew Cuddy of Amherst, Massachusetts, concerning actions
by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA or the Agency) in
regard to labeling of foods treated with ionizing radiation.

The 1997 FDA Modernization Act (PL 105-115) states that “[n]o
provision . . . shall be construed to require on the label or
labeling of a food a separate radiation disclosure statement
that is more prominent than the declaration of ingredients

It. . . FDA published a final rule implementing this provision
of the law in the Federal Register of August 17, 1998. A COPY

of this regulation, along with the pre-existing labeling
requirements for food treated with ionizing radiation (21 CFR
179), are enclosed for your information.

In addition, the Statement of Managers accompanying the FDA
Modernization Act directed FDA to publish for public comment
further proposed changes to the Agency’s current labeling
regulations. The managers stated their intention that any
required labeling be of a type and character such that it would
not be perceived to be a warning or give rise to inappropriate
consumer anxiety. On February 17, 1999, FDA published an
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) in the Federal
Register soliciting public comment on whether additional
revisions to the current irradiation labeling requirements are
needed and, if so, what form such revisions might take. The
deadline for comments in response to the ANPR has been extended
to July 19, 1999.
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We have forwarded Mr. Cuddy’s correspondence to the Docket for
inclusion in the record. FDA’s final approach to labeling of
irradiated foods will take into account all of the data and
information received.

Because your constituent may be concerned about irradiation
labeling for meat and poultry, you may also wish to contact the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for information.
(USDA has primary regulatory authority over meat and poultry
products, including the labeling of such products. )

We have also enclosed some general background on the issue of
irradiation. We trust this responds to your concerns.

Sincerely,

P elinda K. Plaisier
Interim Associate Commissioner

for Legislative Affairs

Enclosures

cc : Dockets Management Branch
(98N-1038)
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June 21, 1999

Melinda Piaisier
Interim Assoc. Commissioner for Leg. Affairs
Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fischers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Melinda:

I am writing on behalf of Matthew Cuddy, who is concemcd about eating irradiated food. I am
enclosing a copy of Mr. Cuddy’s letter so you may hls concerns.

Please advise my Holyoke office in writing of your determination,

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

JO

J WO/kr
Enclosures: 2
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50 Meadow Street #45
Amherst, MA 01002

May 24, 1999

FAXNO, 4135326543

The Honorable Representative JohnOlvcr
490 Westfield Road
Holyokc,MA01040

Dear Representative Olver:
.

I am very uncomfortable with the prospect of unknowingly eating irradiated food. In
fact, according to a CBS poll taken in 1997, 77% of the U.S, populace feels the same
way. However, the FDA is considering labeling changes to facilitate the sale d
hmdiated food and its consumption by unknowing consumers.

When and if the time comes for You to take a stand on these labeling changes, please bear
in mind:

m ovelwhclrning majority of Americans want to be aware of and avoid irradiated
food,
irradiation is known to sometimes cause nutrient loss and texture change in foods,
materiallychanging the value ofthe food, (Consumers should be informed of what
they arc purchasing; Is it whole food or nutrient-reduced?)
no long-term huxnanfeeding studieshave been completed on this food processing
approach.

Sincerely,

P, 03/05

Matthew Cudciy

Enclosure
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50 Mcwlow Street #45
Amherst, Massachusetts 01002

May 24, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Roclwille, Maryland 20852

Rc:Docket # 98N-I038,“Irradiation in the Production, Processing, and Handling of Food”

Ladies and Gcndemen:

The NIA should retain the cm-writ labeling law, the cmmt bmbbgy of “treated with rndia[icm” or
“tre3tcd by fizdiatio~,” and the use of the rad-wa symbol on all irradiated whole foods.

Regarding the issue of labeling, in its initial petition, the FDA concluded that imadiation was a “material
fact” about the processing of a food, and thUS should be disclosed. The material fact remains; therefore,
labeling should remain, Consumer acceptability, storage qualities and nutrients are affected. Some
irradiated foods have different texture and spoilage characteristics than unlrcated foods, Most hitsand
vegetables have nutrient losses that are not obvious or expected by the consumer.

In addition, processing by irradiation causes chemical changes that are not evidcnlandarepotentially
hazwdous. Meat may have a higher level of cmcinogcnicbcmzcm All imadiated foods contain unique
radioly[ic products that have never been tested.

Regardless of whether the FDA has approved irradiation as safe,itremainsa new~cchnologywilh no
long-term human feeding sludics. Consumers certainly have a right to know if this processhas been used
on their food,

As to the kind of Iabcl Wed, I believe that label should be large enough to be readily visible to the
consurncr, on the front of the package. The label contains important information regarding the processing
of the contents. For displayed whole foods such as produce, a prominent informal ional display similar to
thar used for meats should be used (but contaitig the term “irradiation” and the radum).

13ecatisc of the newmess of the technology and the need to assess the public health effects of widespread
use of h-radiated fads, 1 believe that the IWA’Slabeling requixemcnt should not be pm-rnitted to expire.

Sincerely,

Y
-~

Matthew Cuddy Y

cc: U. S. Representative YohrIOlver
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Melinda Plaisier

Interim Assoc. Commissioner for Leg. AfTairs
Food and Drug Administration
S600 Fisdters Lane

Roclwiile, Maryland 20852

Dear Melinda:

I am writing on behalf of Matthew Cuddy, who is concerned about eating irradiated food. I am

enclosing a copy of Mr. Cuddy’s letter so you may his concerns.

Please advise my Holyoke offlcc in writing of your determination.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter,

Sincerely,

c.plfj-
JOHN W. OLVER

Member of Congress

Jwo/kf
Enclosures: 2

PRINTED ON REC~GLED PAPER
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